
New Program at Tifereth
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Minyan Schedule

Sunday and most Legal Holidays - 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays - 7:00 a.m. 
Thursday, August 20, 2009
Rosh Chodesh Elul Service - 7:00 a.m.

Shabbat Schedule

July 31-August 1, 2009 / 10-11 Av, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Va’et’hanan
Shabbat Nahamu
Candle Lighting - 8:16 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

August 7-8, 2009 / 17-18 Av, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Ekev
Candle Lighting - 8:08 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

August 14-15, 2009 / 24-25 Av, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Re’eh
Birkat Hahodesh
Candle Lighting - 7:59 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

August 21-22, 2009 / 1-2 Elul, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Shoftim
Candle Lighting - 7:49 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

August 28-29, 2009 / 8-9 Elul, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Ki Tetze
Candle Lighting - 7:38 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday           9:00 am - 3:00 pm
The rabbi and cantor are usually in except Mondays.
Feel free to call the office and set up an appointment.

PIDGEON GIFT SHOP HOURS
Wednesdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am
Sundays        9:30 am - 12:00 pm

CASPE LIBRARIAN HOURS
Wednesdays    9:00 am - 11:00 am

Tifereth Israel  Synagogue
Your Spiritual Home

New Program at Tifereth

Rabbi Home Delivery

What you do:
This is how the program works. TI members are asked to host an evening 
at their home. They invite their friends (both members and non
members). The hosting members decide on what topic their friends and 
they want to gain a Jewish perspective. All topics are open for discussion: 
sex, infertility, money, power…you name it. The hosts only need to 
provide coffee and dessert. 

What the rabbi does:
He comes to your house and teaches about the topic you choose (with lots 
of discussion). The evening will be both fun and educational. 

What you get out of it:
A little learning about a topic that is relevant to your life
The admiration of your friends and family
The rabbi’s deep thanks

What the rabbi gets out of it:
The chance to meet as many people in the community as possible
An opportunity to show how Judaism is relevant to our modern lives
Chocolate-chip cookies  

To set up an evening, please call Rabbi Edelman-Blank at 515

~ Welcome These New Members

Marni Duitch , daughter of 
Bob and Andi Duitch, was 
raised in Clive, Iowa.   She 
grew up attending Tifereth 
Israel Synagogue.  Marni 
returned to Des Moines in 
November of 2007. Marni 
lives in West Des Moines 
and is employed at A-TEC 
Energy Corporation.

Linda Fishman has lived 
in Windsor Heights for 45 
years. She is retired from a 
career in the upholstery 
business. Linda is a 
Holocaust survivor who has 
shared her experiences for 
the past 40 years.
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Blank at 515-255-1137.

Welcome These New Members ~

Michael Tobishas recently 
rejoined Tifereth Israel.  He 
resides in West Des 
Moines, is self employed 
and has one son, Zachary, 
who is a college student at 
St. Mary's College in 
Minnesota.



From the Rabbi’s Study…

Religions are supposed to provide meaning and direction to their adherents. The 
Jewish religion shares this goal with other faiths. However, we can ask if our 
experiences interacting with the Jewish tradition demonstrate the fulfillment of this 
goal. Simply put, when we sit in synagogue, do we feel that we are being exposed to 
ideas and conc
the words have something to say to us about how we should live? When we read a 
Jewish book, does it help us think about how we should act in this world? If not, why 
bother with these acti

I think, at times, it is difficult to find personal meaning in Jewish community life. We 
sit in synagogue reciting words in a foreign language that even in English initially 

seem to have nothing to do with our lives. We listen to sermons that simp
ancient history. The stories we read in the Torah might be interesting, but we can find exciting stories at the 
movies and on TV. 

In the end, we walk away from some Jewish activities feeling unsatisfied. We wonder if Ju
to say to about our lives. At the same time, many of our Christian neighbors seem to draw much support and 
inspiration from their involvement in their local churches. Why do we not feel the same way about our 
synagogues?

A Note from the Cantor…

Dear Friends,

I am filled with emotions having just returned from a powerful Cantors Assembly 
convention in Poland and Israel.  We were followed by a camera crew over the course 
of two weeks and there will be a documentar
look forward to sharing my experiences with you in the days ahead.

As I reflect on the intensity of this trip, I am also emotional realizing that the end of 
July marks two years for me being a part of the Tifereth 
overwhelmed by the generosity and the love you have shown me during this time.  It is 
an honor for me to serve as your cantor, and I appreciate the many opportunities I have 

had both in times of joy and sadness, to be a part of your
yahrzeit of my mother, Elaine Bletstein.  I am grateful for all of your support during the holidays last year and 
also for allowing me to share some of m

All of these feelings are directing my thoughts to the coming High Holy Day season, and how these many 
experiences will affect my kavannah
bring us all together as a community, 
With his help, we have a great opportunity to rejuvenate all aspects of life within our congregation.  Rabbi and 
I are looking forward to hearing from you about what you would like to se
partnering together to make those things happen.  Tifereth can be and should be a place of worship, spirituality, 
learning, relationships, community, and so much more.  I urge you to come and be a part of the exciting ti
that are ahead for our synagogue. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon,
Cantor Bletstein
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Rabbi’s Article (continued from page 2)

I firmly believe that Judaism has much to say about our modern lives. If I did not think that Judaism could give 
us guidance on fundamental aspects of life, such as love, sex, money, parenting, and healing, I would have 
never been able to remain involved in Jewish life. The issue is not that Judaism does not contain what we seek. 
Rather, we just need help accessing it. This process may take some work, but where else in life do we find that 
effort is not required to achieve significant reward?

I feel that my job, as the new rabbi of this community, is to help individuals in finding the meaning they seek. I 
want to help empower others in finding ways to connect with God. Sometimes this means serving as a teacher. 
Sometimes it means being a tour guide of the Jewish tradition. Sometimes it just involves being a good 
listener. I am eager to meet with congregants to explore how we can work together to deepen their religious 
lives. Please call me or stop by my office to talk about how I can be helpful. 

On a more personal note, I want to thank Tifereth Israel for welcoming my wife and me with open arms. We
feel truly blessed to be part of this community. I also want to express my excitement about having the 
opportunity to work with such a gifted and talented partner as Cantor Bletstein. 

Take care,
Rabbi Edelman-Blank

A Word from our Presidents…

The start of summer has brought many changes to Tifereth Israel Synagogue.  Most obvious is the appointment 
of our new Rabbi, Rabbi Steven Edelman-Blank.  Rabbi comes to us from the American Jewish University.  
We welcome him and his wonderful wife Deborah to our Tifereth community.  Rabbi Edelman-Blank has 
literally hit the Iowa ground with his running shoes on.  He has already met with many congregants, including 
our families with young children and a group of our past presidents.  Together with Cantor Bletstein,
synagogue leadership, and our active membership, several new programs, educational and social events, are 
being planned.  We are also working on plans for several fundraisers this year.  For more information on these 
activities keep an eye on the Tifereth website and the monthly bulletin.  Please know that all of us - Rabbi, 
Cantor, and leadership - actively recruit your ideas.  Both Rabbi and Cantor have regular office hours and are 
anxious to meet with Tifereth members.  Call the office, call the Rabbi or Cantor, or call us, and let us know 
what we can do to enhance your experience at Tifereth.  Tell us what programs you and your family would like 
to see established.  Our ability to thrive as a caring Jewish religious community is directly dependent on the 
support we get from each of you and your families.  We think our current staff is wonderful.  They are highly 
motivated and excited about Tifereth and the prospect for our future.  But, we all know that we are in this 
together.  Our success will only come as a group effort, with each of us needing to contribute ideas, time, 
resources, and service to ensure our future.

Under the leadership of Rabbi Edelman-Blank and Cantor Bletstein we have had large summer crowds at 
Shabbat evening and morning services.  The Shabbat Schmooze program for children seems to be drawing 
increasing numbers of our youngest members.  It is a pleasure to see them comfortable in Schul Friday nights 
and Saturday mornings.  Perek Yomi, run by Mike Kuperman remains a fixture on Sunday mornings.  
Synagogue committees are up and running: including Ritual, Building and Grounds, Chesed, Education, and 
Finance committees (to list a few).  If you are not already signed up for a committee, we encourage your 
joining one or more of these groups.  We expect our committee members to regularly attend meetings and 
actively work towards their goals.  Staff and leadership are committed to the success of our various committee 
groups.  Unfortunately, we continue to have problems gathering a minyan on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
at 7:00 AM.  The service is ½ hour and we ask each of you to help us form a minyan.  A commitment of one 
morning a month would be wonderful, and will enable those needing a minyan to recite kaddish for a loved 
one, to know that a minyan will always be available for them (and for us).  One of the pillars on which our 



UNVEILING CEREMONY
FOR CANTOR SPIRO

Dear Friends,

It is traditional to invite family and 
close friends to a brief ceremony at the 
cemetery when a gravestone is 
unveiled. Since I consider all of you 
my family, I hope you will be able to 
join me on Sunday, September 6th at 
1:30 p.m. at the Jewish section of 
Glendale Cemetery for the unveiling of 
the stone for my beloved husband, 
Pinchas, and for coffee and light 
refreshments at the Synagogue 
following the ceremony.

Lovingly, 
Lora Lee Spiro

world stands is the performance of mitzvot (good deeds).  Supporting our minyan program is de
mitzvah.

To conclude, we wish to publicly recognize the support we receive from our dedicated office staff, Barb 
Berven and Sierra Ware.  They have managed the transition to two new presidents and a new Rabbi flawlessly.  
Without their efforts we would never have gotten this far.  Have a wonderful summer.  
Schul. 

Alice Friedgoodand Brad Long

I T IS WITH GREAT SORR

RECALL THE PASSING O F

Sue Armel, beloved mother of Jacqueline Wolfson 
and Carole Jasman; beloved sister of Betty 
Moscove.
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Thelma Kardon is proud to announce the 
graduation of granddaughter, Julia
from the University of Chicago. 

Mazel Tov to Barbara and David Lettween on the 
recent marriage of their son Joe Lettween to 
Jessica Gravunder. 

Kathy Elsner and Steve Adelman are proud to 
announce the marriage of their
to Katy Gast of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
and Eric were married in a Jewish ceremony in 
May in Ann Arbor attended by Eric's maternal and 
paternal grandparents.There will be a celebratory 
ceremony in Colorado in August.
resident in neurology at the University of 
Michigan Hospital.Katy is completing her fourth 
year of medical school at the University of 
Michigan and plans to do a reconstructive plastic 
surgery fellowship.

Tifereth welcomes Judy Deutch as 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Des Moines

At the Jewish Federation's annual meeting on July 
12th, Judy Deutch was installed as President.
succeeds Neil Salowitz in the position.
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TIFERETH NEWS

YAD SHABBAT

Great Food �z Good Company
Old and new friends

Friday, August 14th, 6:00 p.m. at Tifereth
Featuring special guest, Bob Duitch on piano!

Potluck dinner following services
In addition to a dairy/pareve entrée, please bring: 

A-I appetizer, J-Q side dish, R-Z dessert
RSVP to Alla Mintzer at 771.2620

or mikeandalla@msn.com.

Leadership Training Convention - Coming to 
Des Moines on August 28th-30th. We are looking 
for parents to host high school USY'ers. Please 
contact Mike Siegel at 321.5221 or Rabbi 
Edelman-Blank at 255.1137 if you are interested.

We would like to thank Peggy Altman, Deborah 
Edelman-Blank, Margie Koslow, Frank Marcovis, 
Mary Reavely, Will Rogers, Maddie Schoen, and 
Steve Weiss for participating in last month’s 
grounds cleanup. 

Grounds Cleanup / Volunteers Needed- Please 
join us as we spruce up the TI grounds August 
16th and September 13th, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., 
after Sunday morning minyan. Bring your favorite 
garden tools, gloves and waste bags. Please call the 
office at 255.1137 for additional information.

Women's League wants to thank the following 
people who have participated in our "Count 
Your Blessings” Fundraiser over the last 
several months:
Peggy Altman, Dorice Bassewitz, Sylvia Beecher, 
Esther Bergh, Barb Berven, Margo Blumenthal, 
Harry Bookey and Pamela Bass-Bookey, Shelley 
Brody, Lois Brown, Andi Duitch, Alyseann 
Galinsky, Vivian Givant, Dory Goodman, Betty 
Goodside, Gwen Griger, Florence Hirsch, Marilyn 
Hurwitz, Jody Jacklin, Irina Kaplan, Thelma 
Kardon, Dr. Rochelle Levy, Paulee Lipsman, Lori 
Long, Jill Marks, Evelyn Mintzer, Marilyn 

Nussbaum, Mindy Nussbaum-Bell, Beth Ohringer, 
Harriet Pidgeon, Roselind Rabinowitz, Tibby 
Rissien, Frances Rosen, Ettabelle Rosenbaum, z”l, 
Judy Rosenberg, Dr. Ron Rosenblatt, Dr. Marty 
and Trudi Rosenfeld, Esther Sandler, Melanie 
Sandler, Molly Sandler, Elizabeth Sherman, Betty 
Shindler, Rose Sloven, Lora Lee Spiro, Patsy 
Tobis, Toni Urban and Nancy Waldman.

We are so grateful to all of you and are indeed 
COUNTING OUR BLESSINGS!

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Senior Luncheon- Thursday, August 13th, 12:00 
p.m. at Tifereth. We are excited and honored to 
have a concert performed by Cantor Deborah 
Bletstein and Laura Berkson, Cantorial Soloist. 
Come join us for lunch and listen to wonderful 
music. Blood pressure checks will be available by 
nurses from the Senior Life Center. For rides, 
reservations, or more information contact Pat 
Nawrocki at 277.6321 ext. 215.

Erev Nashim - LADIES: HOLD THE DATE! 
Thursday, August 20th, 6:00 PM, location TBD. 
New to Erev Nashim? This is a multi-generational 
ladies night out and open to anyone in the Jewish 
Community. For more information about this 
monthly social night out, contact Laura Bernstein 
at lbernstein@visionpoint.comor by cell 515-205-
7001.

JFCS Registration - The Jewish Federation 
Community School will be mailing out registration 
forms during the month of August to families 
previously enrolled in the school.  If you are new 
to the community or did not attended the school 
last year and are interested in enrolling your 
children for Preschool (ages 3 and up) through 
10th grade please contact Lyanna Lindgren at 277-
5566 or email jfcsdm@gmail.comfor more 
information.  Additionally, if you have not 
received your registrations by the end of August, 
please contact the JFCS office.

The first day of Sunday school for JFCS students 
grades Pre-School through 6th will be on Sunday, 
September 13, 2009 at 9:00a.m. in the school wing 
of Tifereth Israel Synagogue. The parents will 
have an orientation while the students meet their 
teachers and attend classes.  



The first Wednesday classes for grades 3rd-10th 
will be held on Wednesday, September 16, 2009.  
Grades 3rd through 6th will meet from 4:15p.m.to
6:15p.m. at Tifereth Israel Synagogue.  Grades 7th 
through 10th will meet for a kosher pizza dinner 
from 6:15pm-6:45pm at Temple B’nai Jeshurun 
followed by classes from 6:45pm-8:15p.m. in the 
school wing at Temple B’nai Jeshurun.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS - If you are celebrating 
an August birthday, please join us for a special 
Aliyah on Saturday, August 8th.

August 2
Carol Hurkin

August 3
Bruce Glauberg
Alla Mintzer Zaprudsky

August 4
Aden Finkelstein
Bruria Kaufman
Karen Weiss

August 5
Gwen Griger

August 6
Adam Kuperman
Rose Lee Pomerantz

August 7
Daniel Hadenfeldt
Shirah Sandler

August 8
Jennifer Shulman

August 9
Hannah Rose Hoffman
Nim Kaufman
James Marcovis
Ben Stein
Eleonora Resh

August 10
Jacob Rosenberg

August 11
Robin Bear

August 12
Louis Hurwitz

August 14
Warner Bergh
Steven Rosenberg
Daniel Sloven

August 15
Jan Farber
Kim Waltman

August 18
Ezekiel Egherman
Mary Hockenberg

August 19
Cora Egherman
Reid Rosenberg
Joseph Toubes
Sari White

August 20
David Adelman
Kylie Ohringer
Brian Wahlig

August 23
Linda Carpenter
Louis Hockenberg
Barak Luban
Gabriella Soria Dunn
Harry Tobis

August 24
Bruce Lefkow

August 25
Deborah Pappenheimer

August 26
Rachel Levin
Elliot Sandler

August 27
Neil Rosenberg

August 28
Rachel Kuperman

August 30
MaryPaul Even
Avi Hazan
Grant Hurkin
Susy Robinette-Rosenblatt

August 31
Alex Fritzler

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES - If you are 
celebrating an August anniversary, please join us 
for a special Aliyah on Saturday, August 22nd.

August 3
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Wieczner

August 7
Peter Petrosov & Iveta Kershenbaum

August 11
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Zuckert

August 12
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hockenberg

August 13
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Fritzler

August 14
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Sloven



August 17
Ms. Carolyn Levine & Mr. Leonard Kallio

August 18
Rabbi and Mrs. Steven Edelman-Blank

August 19
Mr. and Mrs. Max Yaro

August 20
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Huisman
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Stein

August 25
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Duitch
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Schoen

August 29
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Griger
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Winick

August 31
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Nashi Khalastchi

YOUR DONATIONS:
J UNE 18 – J ULY 24, 2009

Bookey Fund
Dorothy and Bud Hockenberg
In Memory of Elvan L. Spilka

Camp Ramah Fund
Roselind and Sheldon Rabinowitz
In Memory of Meriam Rosenthal
In Memory of Elvan Spilka

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Cantor Bletstein and Chuck Bletstein
In Memory of their mother, Elaine Bletstein

Esther Sandler and Louise Kaufmann
In Memory of Neil Barris
In Memory of Victor Lipsman
In Memory of Elvan Spilka

Caspe Library Fund
Marcia and Michael Rosenblatt
In Memory of Maxwell Rosenblatt

General Fund
Ansher and Cranberg Family
In Memory of Max Bernstein

Dorice Bassewitz
In Memory of Mother, Leah Markman

Esther and Warner Bergh
Recovery of Louise Kaufmann

Lois and Dick Brown
In Memory of David Hoffman

Larry and Suzanne Engman
In Memory of Gerald Engman
In Memory of Sam Engman

Ruth Engman
In Memory of Gerald Engman

Dave Farber
In Memory of Ann Farber

Abe Fine
In Memory of Jeannette Fine

Barbara and Paul Friedman
In Memory of Helen and Morris Mezvinsky

Shirley Friedman
In Memory of Mary Rossenfeld

Annette Isaacson
In Memory of Max Gendler
In Memory of Simon Isaacson

Jacob Lederman
In Memory of Mother, Barbara Lederman

Allan and Carolyn Lefkow
In Memory of Janet Stern

Morton Levitt
In Memory of Sam Levitt
In Memory of Helen Romain

Brad and Lori Long
In Memory of Victor Lipsman

Harriet Pidgeon
In Memory of Ann Farber
In Memory of Mother, Rose Kimmel

Rosita and Judy Rabinovitz
In Honor of Marlene Siegel’s Special Birthday

Edward and Rosemary Seidenfeld
In Memory of Ted Seidenfeld

Marc and Cynthia Shulman
In Memory of Joseph Garber

Ronit and Dana Simon
In Memory of Elias Dermansky
In Memory of Robert Phillip Simon

Rose and Dan Sloven
In Memory of Neil Barris, brother of Laura 

(Howard) Bernstein
In Memory of Marian Boykan Pour-El, mother of 

Ina Pour-El
Irv and Mary Steinbeg
In Memory of Aaron Steinbeg

Bernice and Bernard Waltman
In Memory of Saul Waltman
In Memory of Harry Weinstock

Robbie and Marvin Winick
In Memory of Celia Robinow

Prayer Book Fund
Harriett Pidgeon
In Memory of Husband Abe



Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Trudi and Marty Rosenfeld
In Memory of Joseph Rosenfeld

Ruth Rissman Children’s Book Fund
Abe Rissman and Julie Rissman Burns
In Memory of Bernard Arenson, Brother of 

Elizabeth Sherman
In Memory of Jacob Rissman
In Memory of Ettabelle Rosenbaum
In Memory of Meriam Rosenthal

Rosenthal Cemetery Fund
Jeri Malashock
In Memory of Esther Robinson

Joanne Simon
In Memory of Esther Robinson

Harry Simon Fund
Dorice Bassewitz
In Memory of Son, James Bassewitz

Mildred Bernstein
In Memory of Hy Ray
Recovery of Lorry Ray

Vicki and Alan Givant
In Honor of Joe Lettween’s Wedding
In Memory of Selma Daniels
In Memory of Victor Lipsman, Father of Paulee 

Lipsman
In Memory of Janey Tucker

Thelma Kardon
In Honor of Granddaughter Julia Lewis Kardon’s

Graduation from Chicago University
In Honor of Marlene Siegel’s special Birthday
Recovery of Louise Kaufman
In Memory of Gertrude Bassman
In Memory of Hy Booth
In Memory of Samuel Hoffman
In Memory of Max Sherman

Barb and Dave Lettween
In Memory of Rita Lettween

Trudi and Marty Rosenfeld
In Memory of Beverly Rosenfeld

Ruth Simon
In Memory of Harry Simon

Suzann Simon
In Memory of Morris Baker
In Memory of Gertrude Greenhill
In Memory of Carl Kaufman
In Memory of Harry Simon

Spiro Music Fund
Lora Lee Spiro
In Memory of Rachel Spiro

Cantor’s Travels

Cantor Bletstein's visit to Camp Ramah in Wisconsin

Cantors Bletstein and Herman visit the Ethiopian 
Absorption Center in Mevasseret Zion

Cantor and Esahr Pildis outside the Krakow 
Philharmonic

Cantor plants a tree in Israel


