
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Minyan Schedule

Sunday and most Legal Holidays - 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays - 7:00 a.m. 

Shabbat Schedule

September 4-5, 2009 / 15-16 Elul, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Ki Tavo
Candle Lighting - 7:26 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

September 11-12, 2009 / 22-23 Elul, 5769
Shabbat Parashat Nitzavim-Vayelekh
Selichot
Candle Lighting - 7:14 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

September 18-19, 2009 / 
29 Elul, 5769-1 Tishrei, 5770
Rosh Hashanah
Candle Lighting - 7:02 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

September 25-26, 2009 / 7-8 Tishrei, 5770
Shabbat Parashat Ha’azinu
Shabbat Shuvah
Candle Lighting - 6:50 p.m.
Shabbat Evening Services - 6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Services - 9:00 a.m.

PIDGEON GIFT SHOP HOURS
Wednesdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am
Sundays        9:30 am - 12:00 pm

CASPE LIBRARIAN HOURS
Wednesdays    9:00 am - 11:00 am

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday           9:00 am - 3:00 pm
The rabbi and cantor are usually in except Mondays.
Feel free to call the office and set up an appointment.

Website:  www.tifereth.org
Office: office@tifereth.org

Rabbi Steven Edelman-Blank: rabbiedelman-blank@tifereth.org
Cantor Deborah Bletstein:  cantorbletstein@tifereth.org

Barbara Berven, Office Administrator:barb.berven@tifereth.org
Mike Siegel, DMJYG Director: masieg@gmail.com    

Tifereth Israel Synagogue
924 Polk Boulevard

Des Moines, Iowa 50312
Phone 255.1137      Fax 255.1138

Tifereth Israel  Synagogue
Your Spiritual Home

High Holy Days

By now, you should have received a High Holy Day News packet to 
help you in preparing for the upcoming holidays. If you did not, 
please contact the office at 515.255.1137 right away. Please also 
feel free to call Rabbi Edelman-Blank and Cantor Bletstein to let 
them know how they can help ensure that you have a positive 
experience this holiday season.

Look forward to an exciting fall season at Tifereth!

 A new schedule of services
 New classes
 A new book club
 New and improved programming for young families
 Enhanced pastoral care
 The same welcoming spiritual community

Mazel Tov 

Please join us as Logan Abdulghani
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, September 5th at Tifereth Israel 
Synagogue. Services begin at 9:00 a.m. and a 
Kiddush luncheon will follow. Logan is in 
the 8th grade at Stilwell Jr High in WDM. 
His interests are drums, pian

football, basketball and video games.

-The Abdulghani Family

~ Welcome These New Members 

Aaron Beckerman and Barbara Leventhal-Beckerman
recently joined Tifereth Israel Synagogue. Barbara was raised in 
Des Moines and Aaron came to this area in 1981. Between them 
they have five grown children.  Aaron is currently employed as an 
accountant at Iowa Network Services, 
INC. They were previously active 
members at Beth El Jacob 
Synagogue. They live in West Des 
Moines.
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From the Rabbi’s Study…

Hope for the High Holy Days

I often find myself feeling discouraged during this season of the year. I try to 
take seriously the idea that Rosh Hashana
preceding them create both the 
review our lives. We are supposed to identify how we have missed the mark 
in our relationships with other people and God. The tradition calls on us to 
make this examination and pledge to correct our mistakes and less desirable 
behaviors.

I recognize the importance of this process. However, it seems that I tend to 
have the same items on my list year after year. As much as I want to change, I bring into the n
many of the same poor traits and bad characteristics. I wonder if I will ever improve my character in 
any substantive way. I begin to feel hopeless about the effectiveness of the whole process.

Recently, though, I was reminded that my feelings of 
thinking that motivates teshuvah
We are expected to miss the mark at times. In 
Responsibility, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks states, 

God trusts us and empowers us. That means necessarily that he
empowers us to make mistakes, to get it wrong. That is what it is 
to be human, and God does not ask us to be superhuman…We sin,
but God forgives. We err, but through our errors we learn. 
We fall, but God lifts us…There is no suggestion in Judaism that 
we are weak and therefore condemned to a life of shame. 
Even the most pessimistic of the prophets, Jeremiah, is a figure
of hope. Despair is not a Jewish emotion (12).

As we enter this new year of our lives, I hope that we will be able to hold unto this concept. It is true 
that personal change is tough, often one of the hardest parts of life. However, our tradition encourages 
us to continue to work through this holy, but difficult, process. As we do this, we need to have faith in 
God and ourselves.

Take care,

Rabbi Edelman-Blank

A Note from the Cantor…

“Getting Settled”

After two years of living in Des Moines, it may sound str
still have unpacked boxes in both my office and at home.  When Cantor 
Herman came to visit me for our concert last April, he commented on the fact 
that my place was great, but there was no art on the walls and that I hadn’t 
really made i
to hang some pictures in my kitchen, where the walls have been bare since I 
moved in.  My school diplomas were finally hung in my office at the end of 
July.
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I often find myself feeling discouraged during this season of the year. I try to 
take seriously the idea that Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and the month 
preceding them create both the obligation and the opportunity for us to 
review our lives. We are supposed to identify how we have missed the mark 
in our relationships with other people and God. The tradition calls on us to 

this examination and pledge to correct our mistakes and less desirable 
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I recognize the importance of this process. However, it seems that I tend to 
have the same items on my list year after year. As much as I want to change, I bring into the n
many of the same poor traits and bad characteristics. I wonder if I will ever improve my character in 
any substantive way. I begin to feel hopeless about the effectiveness of the whole process.

Recently, though, I was reminded that my feelings of discouragement are not in line with the type of 
teshuvah(return). Inherent in the idea of teshuvahis a strong sense of hope. 

We are expected to miss the mark at times. In To Heal a Fractured World: The Ethics of 
, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks states, 

God trusts us and empowers us. That means necessarily that he
empowers us to make mistakes, to get it wrong. That is what it is 
to be human, and God does not ask us to be superhuman…We sin,
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As we enter this new year of our lives, I hope that we will be able to hold unto this concept. It is true 
that personal change is tough, often one of the hardest parts of life. However, our tradition encourages 

continue to work through this holy, but difficult, process. As we do this, we need to have faith in 

“Getting Settled”

After two years of living in Des Moines, it may sound strange to you that I 
still have unpacked boxes in both my office and at home.  When Cantor 
Herman came to visit me for our concert last April, he commented on the fact 
that my place was great, but there was no art on the walls and that I hadn’t 
really made it a “home.”  All of a sudden, a couple of weeks ago, I felt moved 
to hang some pictures in my kitchen, where the walls have been bare since I 
moved in.  My school diplomas were finally hung in my office at the end of 

(Continued on page 3)
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Cantor’s Article (continued from page 2)

Since leaving for college at age 17 until the present, I realized that I’ve moved countless times for 
school or employment.  People have often asked me, “How do you just pick up and move so 
frequently, most of the time going to places where you have no family or friends?”  There are a few 
reasons that come to mind.  My mother of blessed memory moved around a lot.  I believe she was 
operating under the “grass is always greener” theory.  For me, in many ways, it seems less traumatic 
to move, and much more emotional to put down roots somewhere.  By truly moving in and getting 
settled, I would be making a choice to stay put, which would feel like a final, irreversible decision.  I 
suppose that not having a family has something to do with it as well.  Who cares if there are boxes 
around—it’s just me, right?

With the holidays approaching, I believe we are all embroiled in detailed self-examination.  Are we 
settled and comfortable in our home and work environments? What are our commitments to our 
physical, spiritual, emotional well-being?  Where have we failed in our promises to ourselves, to 
others, and to God?  Have we over-committed, under-committed, or just gotten by?  Which 
resolutions have we not kept, and which will we attempt to renew?  I ask myself these questions all 
the time—not just during the High Holy Day season.  In truth, there are so many levels to being 
settled, and they don’t just reside in the boxes that are lying around untouched.

Who knows how long any of us will stay in one place?  No matter where I’ve lived, I remained 
committed to that place and the work I was doing there during that chapter of my life.  I believe I will 
continue to be guided by that principle.  Two of my New Year’s resolutions are to finish unpacking 
my boxes and begin inviting people to my home for Shabbat.   As we stand together during these Days 
of Awe, opening our hearts and minds to the possibilities, perhaps we will all take this opportunity to 
ask ourselves how we might achieve, “getting settled.”

Shana tova u’metuka, wishing you a happy and sweet New Year,

Cantor Bletstein

A Word from our Presidents…

L’shanah Tova Tikatevu- We pray to the Holy One, blessed be He, that all of us should be inscribed 
for a good year.

As a faith community we know that prayer has a major effect on our lives.  We also know that prayer 
is only part of our effort to secure our future.  As Jews we are taught that it is our actions, which serve 
to improve our world (tikun olam).  Here at Tifereth your Board of Directors, office staff, Cantor 
Bletstein, and Rabbi Edelman-Blank are busy planning a full slate of activities to help insure the 
success of our holiday prayer.  As a Conservative congregation we constantly strive to make our 
prayer service more meaningful and appropriate for our modern lives in Iowa.  But, we also strive to 
never lose touch with our Jewish roots as we integrate ancient tradition with modern practice.  I 
believe you will have a clear sense of where we are heading as you join Rabbi and Cantor in our High 
Holiday devotion.  Alternative services and study side trips are also available for those of us whose 
spiritual quest is taking them down a different path.  Our future leaders - our children - have activities 
planned just for them as they begin to experience the true glory of our heritage.  After the holidays we 
plan to continue our transformation here at Tifereth Israel.  Weekly services will continue to integrate 
the old with the new.  A full slate of educational activities is planned for all age groups and level of 
Jewish knowledge.  Our various committees are busy panning social and fund-raising events.    

(Continued on page 4)



Presidents Article (continued from page 3)

As always, we are available to help those in need, both wit
structure and opportunity is coming into place.  All that is lacking is you.  We need your involvement, 
and your family, your friends, your neighbors.  We can only succeed, and see our future grow, if we 
work at this together.  As we pray for peace and prosperity in the coming year
of our synagogue in your spiritual life.  Imagine the possibilities as Tifereth lives up to its promise as 
the Light of Israel.  Picture yourself with your family
committee meeting planning an act
Tifereth Israel Synagogue. L’shanah Tova

    

TIFERETH NEWS

YAD SHABBAT

Great Food �z Good Company
Old and new friends

Friday, September 11th, 6:00 p.m. at Tifereth
Now on the 2nd Friday of every month!

Potluck dinner following services
In addition to a dairy/pareve entrée, please bring: 

A-I dessert, J-Q appetizer, R-Z side 
RSVP to Alla Mintzer at 771.2620

or mikeandalla@msn.com

Tifereth Israel Women’s League

Cordially Invites You To

A VERY SPECIAL WELCOMING BRUNCH

Sunday, September 13th at 10:30 a.m.

in the Tifereth Social Hall

A PROGRAM NOT TO BE MISSED

Rabbi Steven and Deborah Edelman
sharing their life story

$10.00 per person, prepaid- $12.00 at the door

Please RSVPno later than Monday, September 7th

Please mail your check made out to Women’s League to:
Jill Marks, 355 88th Street #2102, West Des Moines, Iowa 50266
Babysitting, available upon request, Call Jill Marks 422.7715
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Grounds Cleanup / Volunteers Needed
join us as we spruce up the TI grounds September 
13th, 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., after Sun
minyan. Bring your favorite garden tools, gloves 
and waste bags. Please call the office at 255.1137 
for additional information.

Gendler Weekend - Friday, October 2nd and 
Saturday, October 3rd during the Sukkot 
holiday. Our Scholar in Residence will be Rabbi 
Barry Cytron. Please check your mail for 
additional information. 

Break the Fast - You are invited to attend our 
Break the Fast meal follow
services on Monday, September 28th.  This will be 
catered by Susan Madorsky.  There is no charge 
for this but if you would please call the office if 
you are planning to attend we would appreciate it.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.

We would like to thank Logan Abdulghani, Peggy 
Altman, Deborah Edelman-Blank, Benny & Bruria 
Kaufman, Mary Noss Reavely, Will Rogers, and 
Don Schoen for participating in last month’s 
grounds cleanup.

COMMUNITY E

Senior Luncheon - The next senior luncheon will 
be held Thursday, September 3rd, 12:00 
Temple B’nai Jeshurun. Come join us and once 
more walk down the musical memory lane with 
delightful selections of songs by “The Fat Cat” Jim
Wangemann, of whom we have all become very 

hin and outside the Tifereth family. The 
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You are invited to attend our 
Break the Fast meal following Yom Kippur 
services on Monday, September 28th.  This will be 
catered by Susan Madorsky.  There is no charge 
for this but if you would please call the office if 
you are planning to attend we would appreciate it.  

ld like to thank Logan Abdulghani, Peggy 
Blank, Benny & Bruria 

Kaufman, Mary Noss Reavely, Will Rogers, and 
Don Schoen for participating in last month’s 
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The next senior luncheon will 
Thursday, September 3rd, 12:00 p.m. at 

Come join us and once 
more walk down the musical memory lane with 
delightful selections of songs by “The Fat Cat” Jim
Wangemann, of whom we have all become very 



fond and whose wonderful music we greatly 
appreciate.

Project Elijah Foundation’s Food Packing
Project Elijah Foundation’s next food packing will 
be held on September 6th. Please come and join 
us as we strive to package 285,000 meals for 
hunger Jews in Israel. We will be packing down at 
Hy-Vee Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
are interested in participating please RSVP to Julie 
Kaufman at jkaufman@projectelijahjfoundation.org
at 491.2133.

TI/TBJ Selichot Program
Saturday, September 12th
at Temple B’nai Jeshurun

6:00pm - Dinner (Deli from Maccabee’s)
6:45pm - Film:   “Constantine’s Sword”

With discussion Led by Rabbi Steven 
Blank and Rabbi David Kaufman

Followed by

Havdalah and Selichot Services
Led by Rabbis Edelman-Blank and Kaufman,

Cantor Deborah Bletstein and 
Cantorial Soloist Laura Berkson

Dinner provided by Temple B’nai Jeshurun and 
Tifereth Israel Synagogue at no charge.

PLEASE CALL the TBJ OFFICE, 515
to RSVP for the dinner.

Planned Parenthood Book Sale - Temple B’nai 
Jeshurun’s Sisterhood will volunteer at the Planned 
Parenthood Book Sale on Sunday, September 13th 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Please join us!  It's a lot of 
fun.  We will meet at TBJ at 8:30 a.m. and carpool 
together to the sale, or you can meet us at the sale.  
The sale is located in the 4H Building at the Iowa 
State Fairgrounds.  We will have lunch together 
afterwards, paid for by Sisterhood.  If you need to 
come late because of Sunday School, that's fine
just let us know.  Please contact Wendi Harris with 
any questions, wendiharrismd@yahoo.com
313.6567.  Thanks!

The Case for Israel: Democracy's Outpost
feature-length documentary film with Alan 
Dershowitz will be shown Tuesday, September 
15th, 7:00 pm at Tifereth Israel Synagogue by the 

fond and whose wonderful music we greatly 
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Blank and Rabbi David Kaufman
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Synagogue at no charge.

PLEASE CALL the TBJ OFFICE, 515 - 274 - 4679, 
to RSVP for the dinner.

Temple B’nai 
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fun.  We will meet at TBJ at 8:30 a.m. and carpool 
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The Case for Israel: Democracy's Outpost - A 
length documentary film with Alan 

Dershowitz will be shown Tuesday, September 
5th, 7:00 pm at Tifereth Israel Synagogue by the 

JCRC. The film presents a vigorous defense
Israel -- for its basic right to exist, to protect its 
citizens from terrorism and to defend its borders 
from hostile enemies. Free of charge. For 
additional information, contact jcrc@dmjfed.org

Erev Nashim - LADIES: SAVE THE DATE! 
Wednesday, September 30th, 6:00 p.m. at El 
Aguila Real (86th & University in Clive). New to 
Erev Nashim? This is a multi-
night out and open to anyone in the Jewish 
Community. For more information about this 
monthly social night out, contact Laura Bernstein 
at lbernstein@visionpoint.com
205.7001.

Conversational Hebrew - Come join a beginners 
class! Four 1 hour sessions beginning in 
September. Day/Time to be determined by mutual 
availability. Cost: $20 donation to Jewish 
Federation. Instructor: Mark Finkelstein. Contact: 
jcrc@dmjfed.org. 

Outreach, Activities and Services for 
Independent Seniors / Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to help assist with the 
OASIS program. As the population grows, more 
and more volunteers are needed for things such as 
transportation to services and events, month
senior luncheons, and also someone to take 
pictures at different events. If you are interested, 
please contact Pat Nawrocki at 277.6321.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
celebrating a September birthday, please join us 
for a special Aliyah on Saturday,

September 1
Linda Fishman

September 2
Madelyn Waltman
Viktor Zilbermints

September 4
Morton Levitt
Dana Ines Rudich

September 5
Alex Giller
Rochelle Levy

September 6
Judy Flapan
Adam Swartz

September 7
Josh Sager

The film presents a vigorous defense of 
for its basic right to exist, to protect its 

citizens from terrorism and to defend its borders 
Free of charge. For 

jcrc@dmjfed.org

SAVE THE DATE! 
Wednesday, September 30th, 6:00 p.m. at El 

University in Clive). New to 
-generational ladies 

night out and open to anyone in the Jewish 
For more information about this 

monthly social night out, contact Laura Bernstein 
lbernstein@visionpoint.com or by cell 

Come join a beginners 
Four 1 hour sessions beginning in 

September. Day/Time to be determined by mutual 
. Cost: $20 donation to Jewish 

Federation. Instructor: Mark Finkelstein. Contact: 

Activities and Services for 
Independent Seniors / Volunteers Needed -
Volunteers are needed to help assist with the 
OASIS program. As the population grows, more 
and more volunteers are needed for things such as 
transportation to services and events, monthly 
senior luncheons, and also someone to take 
pictures at different events. If you are interested, 
please contact Pat Nawrocki at 277.6321.

IRTHDAYS - If you are 
birthday, please join us 

for a special Aliyah on Saturday, September 12th.



September 8
Larry Blumberg
Betsy Rosenblatt
Brook Rosenberg

September 9
Gabriella Kruger

September 10
Stanley Engman

September 11
Thomas Farr

September 12
Esther Sandler

September 13
Sarah Weinberg
Benjamin Weiss

September 14
Peter Lettween
Gabriel Mintzer
Harlan Neiman

September 15
Phillip Chen
Max Yaro
Rabbi Steven Edelman-Blank

September 16
Bertha Eisenberg
Milton Pearl
Alison Strauber

September 17
Ty Frankel

September 18
Frances Fleck

Shaynna Grund
Tim Urban

September 19
Ben Frankel

September 20
Blake Carpenter

September 22
Sharon Fuller
Douglas R Nelson

September 23
Robert Duitch

September 24
Peter Mond

September 25
Ethel Norman
Ali Rosenberg

September 26
Ida Berman

September 27
Libby Hadenfeldt
Daniel Singer

September 29
Gennady Aginsky
Jody Hramits

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES - If you are 
celebrating a September anniversary, please join us 
for a special Aliyah on Saturday, September 26th.

September 1
Mr. and Mrs. Avi Hazan

September 2
Dr. and Mrs. Josh Kimelman

September 3
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Leman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Levy

September 4
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sandler
Mr. and Mrs. David Greenspon

September 5
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Rovner
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Weiss

September 6
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Engman

September 10
Mr. and Mrs. Benyamin Kaufman
Drs. Vladimir and Yelena Malina

September 11
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Beecher

September 15
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hurwitz

September 16
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hoffman
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Sager

September 30
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tobis

YOUR DONATIONS:
J ULY 25 - A UGUST 21, 2009

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Esther Sandler & Louise Kaufman

In Appreciation during Louise’s Surgery

Dubansky Fund
Cynthia Dubansky

In Memory Israel Dubansky
In Memory of Lillian Dubansky
In Memory of Stephen Alyn Dubansky
In Memory of Ettabelle Rosenbaum

General Fund
Beverly and Shirley Bobb

Thank you to Thelma Kardon
Shelley and Marty Brody

In Memory of Dorothy Miller
Larry and Suzanne Engman

In Memory of Rebecca Engman



Arthur and Joanne Fine
In Memory of Jeanette Fine

Fran Fleck and Terry Greenley
In Memory of Egon Fleck

Harry and Gwen Griger
In Memory of Father, David Griger

Mike Kuperman
In Memory of Morry Shapiro, Suzann Simon’s 

Uncle
Gail and Stephanie Pearl

In Memory of Gert Lichtenberg
Rose Lee Pomerantz

In Memory of Arnold Golieb
In Memory of Anita Rabinowitz

Frances Rosen
In Memory of Emma Rosen

Lora Lee Spiro
In Honor of Zona Pidgeon’s Special Birthday

Irv and Mary Steinberg
In Memory of Albert Golden

Marcovis Youth Fund
Blanche Weinbruch

Safe return of Nashi Khalastchi

Pidgeon Book Fund
Rosita and Judy Rabinovitz

In Honor of Zona Pidgeon’s Special Birthday

Prayer Book Fund
Andi and Bob Duitch

In Memory of Neil Barris
In Memory of Victor Lipsman
In Memory of Dear Friend Meriam Rosenthal

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Betty Moscove

In Appreciation 

Ruth Rissman Children’s Book Fund
Sylvia Beecher 

In Memory of Husband, Sol Beecher

Rosenthal Cemetery Fund
Geet and Mel Jacobson

In Memory of Ettabelle Rosenbaum
In Memory of Meriam Rosenthal

The Sydney Tabach Family
In Memory of Meriam Rosenthal

Harry Simon Fund
Barb and Dave Lettween

In Memory of Morry Shapiro

Andi and Bob Duitch
In Memory of Morry Shapiro

Camp Ramah in Wisconsin 
Expands Leadership Team

Beginning on September 1, 2009, Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin is expanding its administrative 
structure. Rabbi David Soloff will become the full-
time Executive Director of Camp Ramah in 
Wisconsin, Inc., responsible for strategic planning 
and partnering as well as ongoing development 
and expansion of Ramah programming. Rabbi 
Loren Sykes will become the new Director of 
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and be responsible for 
the year-round leadership and administration of the 
overnight camp. Lori Stark will continue in her 
role as the Director of Ramah Day Camp in 
Wheeling, Illinois. Benji Bearman will become the 
Chief Operating Officer and continue to oversee 
operations of Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and 
Ramah Day Camp. Linda Hoffenberg will become 
the Director of Institutional Advancement and 
continue to oversee development needs for both 
Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and Ramah Day Camp. 
Jacob Cytryn will continue in his role as Program 
Director of Camp Ramah in Wisconsin.

A former Camp Ramah in Wisconsin camper and 
staff member, Rabbi Loren Sykes served as 
assistant director from 1993-1996. During that 
time he was a co-founder of the Rose Crown 
Minyan at Anshe Emet Synagogue. Loren became 
the founding executive director of Camp Ramah 
Darom in Clayton, Georgia, where he built the 
camp into a leading institution in the Jewish South, 
created Camp Yofi: Family Camp for Jewish 
Families with Children with Autism, and 
developed a traditional family camp. Rabbi Sykes 
has an outstanding record of Jewish educational 
leadership and innovation and is the winner of the 
2006 Covenant Award recognizing excellence in 
Jewish Education. In 2008, Loren was a Fellow in 
the Melton Senior Educators Program of the 



Hebrew University of Jerusalem and spent a year 
serving as the North American Director of the 
Florence Melton Adult Mini-School which is a 
project of the Hebrew University. Loren met 
Rebecca, his wife of fifteen years, at Camp Ramah 
in Wisconsin. They have three children - Elan 
(14), Mira (11) and Amalya (7). Rabbi Sykes was 
ordained at the Jewish Theological Seminary in 
1993.

This is a wonderful opportunity for Ramah 
Wisconsin as it prepares for its next period of 
growth and service to the community.

Tifereth Board of Trustees Meeting
Tuesday, August 25, 2009

Present:  Peggy Altman, Alice Friedgood, Lou Hockenberg, Jody Jacklin, Brad Long, Frank 
Marcovis, Jill Marks, Mary Noss Reavely, Rose Sloven, Steve Weiss

Also Present:  Rabbi Edelman-Blank, Cantor Bletstein, Barb Berven

Absent:  Josh Engman, Alex Fritzler, Harvey Giller, Josh Kimelman, Warren Kruger, Mike 
Kuperman, Sheldon Ohringer, Marty Rosenfeld, Maddie Schoen, Michael Stein,
Kim Waltman, Harvey Weinberg

�¾ Call To Order: 7:05 p.m. 
o Brad Long

�¾ Approval of Minutes:
o Not a quorum, could not vote for approval

�¾ D’var Torah - Rabbi Edelman-Blank
o Happiness:   So many ways to give to your family and community, sharing joys and 

sorrow with those around you. Machiavelli said that it was better to be feared than to 
be loved.  He was wrong.

�¾ Rabbi’s Report:  
o Coordinating educational opportunities for the fall; Calling on those ill; Working 

with bar mitzvah students; Planning short session for the USY convention at Tifereth 
the end of August; Working on service schedule with the Ritual Committee Chair -
Laura Bernstein; Meeting with youth group teens, Camp Shalom at Caspe Terrace, 
YAD group and continuing to get to know the congregation and more.

�¾ Cantor’s Report:
o Planning the High Holidays with Rabbi; Planning new programming for Tifereth; 

Concert for the Senior Luncheon with Laura Berkson;  Working with Laura Berkson 
on the TBJ / TI  Selichot service; Working with B’nai Mitzvah students; Working 
with Regional Director on the LTI conventions at Tifereth the last weekend of 
August; Planning next Cantor’s fundraising concert April 25, 2010 and more.



�¾ Treasurer’s Report - Frank Marcovis:
o Ahead of last year - Dues; 
o Dues statements out this week - asking Congregants if possible to bring dues current 

before the High Holidays
o Working with USCJ on Dues for coming year.

�¾ Office Administrator - Barb Berven:
o Looking for Volunteers to help in the office on Monday and Wednesdays - a couple 

of hours or more each day.

�¾ Buildings & Grounds Committee - Jody Jacklin
o Working on Security for the High Holidays with the Des Moines Police
o Preparing options to be presented on Kol Nidre for the future of Tifereth
o In Sanctuary - had plaster removed that was falling down for safely purposes
o Thanks to Peggy Altman and her committee for grounds clean up in August.  One 

more Yard Clean up day planned for September 13th. 
�¾ New Members - Steve Weiss

o If you know someone interested in joining Tifereth, please call Barb in the office.
o Two families reinstated as members:

�ƒ Jeff & Andi Lipman
�ƒ Bob Singer 

�¾ Women’s League – Jill Marks
o Sunday, September 13th - Welcoming Brunch: program Rabbi Steven & Deborah 

Edelman-Blank
o Organizing families to share the High Holidays with new members or members 

without families in the area and also Drake students not able to go home for the 
holidays.

�¾ New Business:
o Gendler Weekend, Friday, October 2nd and Saturday, October 3rd with Guest 

Speaker - Rabbi Barry D. Cytron.  Wonderful weekend being planned.  Invitations 
are in the mail with the details.

�¾ Old Business:
o Federation’s “Serve It Up” Fundraiser on Sunday, August 30th, honoring Project 

Elijah and Alan Zuckert.

Next meeting - Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Meeting adjourned 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Berven
Acting Secretary


